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Creek Catchment Fire Ant Nest Treatment SOP 
Biosecurity Queensland (BQ) has recently made changes and now has requested landholders and local 

governments undertake management in the core Fire Ant Infestation Zone, to allow Biosecurity Queensland 

to focus on eradicating them in the outer areas of the infestation. 

o *This document is relevant/up to date as of 01 Sept. 2024. Please check the Biosecurity Qld 

website for updates. 

WaCC Standard Operating Procedure for the use of Fire Ant Bait on WaCC Bushcare sites 

Fire Ant Bait:   

Site Supervisors – all 

sites 

Colin Kemp, Newcomb Park; Michael Rouse, 

Wacol Bushland (Wau Rd) and Owen Stanley 

Place Park; Lucy Hurrey, Sanananda St Park; 

Susan and Michael Cully, Spine St Park; 

Wolston Creek Bushland Reserve, Lee-Anne 

Longdon; Wolston Rd Park, Lenore Bracey 

(temporarily) and someone to be appointed. 

 

Original: Drafted by Oxley Creek Catchment 

Association (OCCA) and Biosecurity Qld. 

2024 

Revision Number: 1  

Revision made by: Wesley DeMuth, BCC Creek Catchment 

Program, Creek Catchment Officer (CCO) 

August 2024 

Revision Number: 2   

Revision made by: Lenore Bracey, WaCC President. Changed 

the formatting font style and size on all 

pages and added page 1 information. 

Added relevant/up to date info. 

6th September 2024 

 

Training and Authorised Users: This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) outlines requirements to be 

followed by an authorized user of the Biosecurity Qld Fire Ant Granule Bait. Authorized users are those who 

have completed the Online Biosecurity Qld Training, gained a Certificate and have attended an initial 

introductory briefing from the Creek Catchment Officer. They should be easily verifiable by showing their 

training certificate. Their Certificate is to be filed on WaCC’s Google Drive. 

mailto:info@wacc.org.au
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/partnerships/rifa-eradication
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/partnerships/rifa-eradication


 
  PO Box 937Mount Ommaney QLD 4074 

Email: info@wacc.org.au  
Wolston and Centenary Catchments 

ABN 71 225 469 038 
 

2 of 4 
 

 
 

Creek Catchment Fire Ant Nest Treatment – V2 
 

Do this first:  
 
Training (Bushcare leaders and Key Committee personnel):   

1) Complete the online training for bait application via this link: Fire ant training | National Fire Ant 
Eradication Program (fireants.org.au). 

2) After you complete your training: 
1. Download your certificate. 
2. Follow the prompts to register for the biosecurity portal. 

 
From August 2024: The “shaker baits” will be issued from Biosecurity Queensland contingent on you using the 
portal correctly and applying the baits appropriately. They also want to know where all baits are deployed. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Next Steps  
 

Identifying the Fire Ant Nests Safely: 
 

1. Know the Characteristics: Familiarise yourself with fire ants' appearance and behaviour. They are 
reddish-brown ants, are of mixed sizes, and usually aggressive (i.e. they swarm) when disturbed. Their 
nests often appear as mounds of loose soil with no obvious openings. 
 

  
2. Survey the Area: Walk around the area suspected of having fire ant nests. Look for signs like ant trails, 

disturbed soil, or visible ant mounds. Focus on sunny and open/grassy areas with loose, sandy soil, as 
fire ants prefer such environments.  

  
3. If in doubt: report the nests to the Fire Ant Eradication Program or your Creek Catchment Officer (CCO). 

 
Continue with the steps on the next page. 

mailto:info@wacc.org.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fireants.org.au%2Ftraining-and-tools%2Ffire-ant-training%23training-for-pest-managers&data=05%7C02%7CWesley.DeMuth%40brisbane.qld.gov.au%7C4c28081c65304f7f3f2a08dc93dbac85%7Ca47f8d5aa5f24813a71af0d70679e236%7C0%7C0%7C638547818915934670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ocEHCvr6v0pwYBNdAddsY1tb0kB4WIkOcc6unz5u6MY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fireants.org.au%2Ftraining-and-tools%2Ffire-ant-training%23training-for-pest-managers&data=05%7C02%7CWesley.DeMuth%40brisbane.qld.gov.au%7C4c28081c65304f7f3f2a08dc93dbac85%7Ca47f8d5aa5f24813a71af0d70679e236%7C0%7C0%7C638547818915934670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ocEHCvr6v0pwYBNdAddsY1tb0kB4WIkOcc6unz5u6MY%3D&reserved=0
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Treating Fire Ant Nests: 
1. Has the Bushcare Leader or Committee member completed the online training, and registered to the 

portal? 
2. Have they read the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) of the Fire Ant bait being used? The CCO has provided this 

but can re-send if necessary. 
 

3. Before the first application of the bait, please let the CCO know, and they will be present to ensure 
accuracy and safe application practises.  

4. Wear Protective Gear: Prioritise safety. Wear long sleeves, pants, closed-toe shoes, and gloves. Wash 
hands after use.  

5. Apply Treatment: Your Creek Catchment Officer (CCO) can help advise on the treatment needed.  
• Use granules insecticides labelled for fire ant control. Follow manufacturer and SDS instructions 

carefully.  
• Direct Method: To treat mounds, sprinkle granular insecticide bait (Advion or Synergy Pro) 

around each mound (not on mound) or over the entire area infested with fire ants.  
• Broad Treatment: For areas with many nests or a larger area known to be infested, broadcast 

method using a handheld or wheeled spreader can be used to apply bait.  
 

6. Mark site and report location and treatment: Mark site with some indicator and report details via the 
QR code below.  

 
 

7. Monitor Effectiveness: Check treated areas regularly for ant activity. If needed, reapply treatments 
according to the product label. 

8. Environmental Considerations: Be mindful of nearby water sources and upcoming rain events.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fire Ant First Aid Treatment 

Most people do not need medical treatment for fire ant stings. 

If breathing is normal and the sting victim does not have a history  

of insect allergies, the following home treatments can be effective: 

• Apply a cold compress to relieve the swelling and pain. 

• Gently wash the affected area with soap and water. 

• Take an antihistamine to manage minor, localised reactions and itching. 

• It is important to keep the blister intact.  

• There is a risk of secondary infection if the blisters or pustules break. 

 
Continue with the steps on the next page. 

mailto:info@wacc.org.au
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Severe reactions 

A severe reaction may occur if a sting victim has a history of allergic reactions to insects or experiences the 

following symptoms: 

• rapid onset of flushing 

• general hives 

• swelling of the face, eyes or throat 

• chest pains 

• nausea 

• severe sweating 

• breathing difficulties 

• faintness. 

 

If you observe any symptoms of a severe reaction in someone who has been stung by fire 

ants seek urgent medical advice – CALL 000 first, then inform QWaLC and your CCO.  

 

Animal first aid 

If your animal or pet has been stung, it is important to: 

• Quickly move them away from the ants or the nest. 

• Remove any fire ants from their skin or fur to ensure there are no further stings. 

• Giving your pet a cool bath after being stung can provide some relief. 

• Wear a pair of gloves to protect yourself and brush the ants off the animal’s skin or fur.  

You can use a brush or comb or pick the ants off individually.  

• Do not try to hose them off as this can make the ants more aggressive. 

Seek further advice from your vet if the animal is in pain or is showing signs of an allergic reaction. This can be 

drooling or vomiting, lethargy and trouble breathing. Anaphylaxis can be life-threatening, but it can also be 

treated quickly. Fortunately, in most cases, pets recover well from fire ant stings. 

 

Call your vet immediately if your pet seems to be having an allergic reaction to 

the fire ant stings. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fireants.org.au/ 

mailto:info@wacc.org.au
https://www.fireants.org.au/

